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Commissioner for Patents 
P. 0. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia22313-14350 
Sir: 
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), Applicants direct 
the attention of the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office to the references listed in the attached 
form PTO/SB/08A, which include English language translations of German Patent 3342921 
and French Patent 2583729, and U. S. Patent 6,363,824, which is an English language 
equivalent to French Patent 2771620. These non-English language references were 
previously submitted in an IDS for the present application in response to their citation in a 
European Search Report for an application corresponding to U. S. Application 09/435,718. 
U. S. Application 09/435,71 8 is a co-pending commonly assigned application directed to 
related subject matter. 

04/05/2004 HflBRHftttl 00000053 190733 10092350 
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Applicants submit the foregoing information so that the Patent and Trademark Office 
may, in the first instance, determine any materiaUty thereof to the claimed invention. It is 
respectfully requested that the listed references be formally considered during the prosecution of 
this application and that the listed references be made of record herein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue herefrom. 

The appropriate fee is attached. 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
Eleventh Floor 
1001 G Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20001-4597 
(202) 824-3000 



Respectfully submitted, 





Anthorfy W. Kandare 
Registration No. 48,830 
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□ Charge any additional fee(s) during the pendency of this application 

□ Charge fee{s) Indicated below, except for the filing fee 
to the above-identified deposit account. 
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Anthony W. Kandare 



Registration No. Attorney/Agent) 



48,830 
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Date 



202-824-3000 



WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
Included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO.2038. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 117 and 1.27 The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1,14, This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, 
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of 
Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1460. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing tt)is form, call l-SOO-PTO-QIBQ (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at vww.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 
^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code {WlPO Standard ST.3). ^ For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. * Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the 
document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington. DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



